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a novel of mine is being printed, the speech of the leader of the
Soviet Union about the new Constitution of that country. I admit
that perfect democracy and realistic humanism cannot be accom-
plished in such a short space of time. Whole generations of
Soviet people must pass through the school of democracy and
humanism before they can answer all the demands of the new
Constitution. But the hope that it will, in spite of all, be possible
is extremely heartening when you read the words of Stalin;
so full of confidence, kindness, and clarity of mind they are.
For me it was a surprise that the head of such a gigantic State
could combine all these qualities with tremendous energy.
Nor had I ever come across the works of the head of a State on
the first pages of a literary magazine; never before did I think
that he could have the right to it by virtue of the talented form
and effectiveness of his works. This undoubtedly is something
new. Besides the material satisfaction, which, of course, is of
great importance, the people also feel a moral and spiritual satis-
faction. To feel that you are growing, to be pleased with yourself,
to give all your leisure to science, to find in the theatre a reflection
of the life that surrounds you, and that does not deprive one of
courage but strengthens his spirit, all these as well are great factors.
What profound satisfaction a writer must feel who takes part in
such experiences!
Collaboration between the intelligentsia and proletariat is the
only rational way out, because the proletariat will remain hence-
forth as well the bearer of culture and the class which creates the
State. And we in the West are already setting about this collabora-
tion. The type of intellectual who is afraid of proletarianisation
is fading into the past. We must see to it that the proletariat
becomes intellectual. Incidentally, if non-committal emotional
sympathy for the Soviet Union is simply a pleasant feeling, the
rational confidence that in the history of mankind henceforth and
evermore there is only one road to progress is still more important.
HEINRICH MANN: A Message to the
Communist Party, 1937.
The Soviet Union is uninterruptedly pursuing its line of
defending peace. The Soviet Union came to support the League
of Nations at a time when other Powers had already begun their
hostile actions against it. A series of obstacles has been systemat-